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Dates: 15th, 16th & 17th November 2019 | Time: 12 noon to 10 pm
Venue: Nehru Park, Vinay Marg, Chanakyapuri

Food Stalls

Live Kitchen by Master Chefs

Live Performances | 6 pm onwards

Star in the City

Search HT Palate Fest
on Google Maps Free Entry

India’s Biggest Food & Music Festival

9

17th November, Sunday17th November, Sunday

Astitva DJ Sumit Sethi

17th November, Sunday

Jacqueline Fernandez

17th November, Sunday16th November, Saturday16th November, Saturday 17th November, Sunday

Nishant Choubay Chef Saby Aditi GovitrikarHarpal Singh Sokhi

16th November, Saturday

DJ Ajay Nautiyal

Scan this QR code or visit
www.htpalatefest.com

to pre-register yourself for
an express check-in

AIM Burger | Al-Yousuf | Ami's Food Cafe
Baba Rolls' | Beanly Coffee | Bikanervala
Biryani | Battuta | Brioche Doree | Chaayos
Chutney India| Cohoma Coffee | Crepe-fe
D Nature | Dhamaal Gully | Dolce Gelato
Dosama | El Bueno Coffee | Emoi | Fat Lulu's
Fat Tiger| FlourLess | Flurys | Giani IceCream
Ginger Asian | Health Kitchen By BB | Homely
House of Candy | IndianRepublicCanteenByVeda
Kaffa Cerrado | Keventers | Koyla Kebab
La Pino'z Pizza| Le Cantine | Luncheon
Mama Fu | Miu Gelato | Namaste Asia
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NEW DELHI: A Delhi court has

sought responses from the CBI

and the ED on a plea by Christian

Michel, the middleman in the

controversial AgustaWestland

chopper deal, seeking an enquiry

against the two probe agencies for

allegedly trying to interfere with

the consular access given to him.

Filed through advocate Sriram

Parakkat on November 8, the plea

said the officials of the probe

agencies checked all the articles

and books sent by the family

through the British High Com-

mission. “Even though it is

objected by the consular they

tried to go through the articles

which were carried by the consu-

lar...,” the plea said.

The application contended

that, as per Vienna Convention

on Consular Relations 1963, when

consular access is requested, con-

sular officers should be free to

communicate with nationals and

have access to them. 

“The consular access was

granted to Michel after four-five

requests and many reminders by

the British High Commission, as

informed by the family, which is

also a violation of the above said

convention,” the plea added. 

The matter will be heard on

November 18. HTC

Court seeks CBI, 
ED reply on Michel 
plea in Agusta case

ROHTAK: An assistant sub-inspec-

tor (ASI) of Haryana police was

booked after his 14-year-old niece

accused him of sexual harass-

ment, the Rohtak police said on

Monday.

In her complaint, the girl said

that on Saturday, the accused

came to her home when she was

alone. After asking where her

mother was, the accused took her

to the nearby fields and sexually

harassed her, the complainant

said.  The girl also alleged that the

accused threatened her of dire

consequences if she narrated the

incident to anyone.

However, when her mother

returned home, the girl informed

her, after which they lodged a

complaint with the police. The

ASI has been booked under

Sections of the Protection of Chil-

dren from Sexual Offences

(Pocso) Act. HTC

Hry cop booked for 
sexual harassment

Neeraj Chauhan
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Central Bureau of

Investigation and the Enforce-

ment Directorate claim to have

found that Delhi-based lawyer

Gautam Khaitan, charged as one

of the intermediaries in the 2010

AgustaWestland case, was also

involved in laundering ₹26 crore

in the 2008 Embraer-Indian Air

Force deal. 

Officials in the agencies said

on condition of anonymity that a

charge sheet detailing the pro-

ceeds of crime and naming the

persons involved will soon be

filed.

Khaitan’s advocate PK Dubey

said on Monday that his client

“has never been involved in any

money laundering. These are all

false charges”.

HT has reviewed the internal

findings by the agencies in the

Embraer case, in which NRI

arms dealer Vipin Khanna was

named as the main accused. The

CBI FIR in the case said Khanna

received $5.6 million – now being

treated as “kickbacks”– from the

Sao Paulo based firm to influ-

ence the defence ministry and

DRDO (Defence Research and

Development Organisaton) offi-

cials for the contract to supply

three EMB-145 aircraft to gov-

ernment of India as a platform

for the Airborne Early Warning

and Control (AEW&C) Project.

In the first week of September

in 2016, Brazilian newspaper

Folha de Sao Paulo reported that

Embraer was under investiga-

tion by the US justice depart-

ment since 2010 over a contract

with the Dominican Republic. In

September 2016, a CBI investiga-

tion was ordered by the Indian

government into the AEW&C

deal. 

Sharing details of the investi-

gation, one of the officials cited in

the first instance said: “Embraer

entered into an agency agree-

ment with Khanna’s company

Cleveden Limited somewhere

around February 8, 2005 for his

services at a commission of 9%.

This agreement was kept in a

safe-box in London. Three years

later, Embraer signed a contract

with IAF (on July 3, 2008) for pro-

viding three highly specialized

military aircraft for approx $208

million. The very next day, Vipin

Khanna contacted Embraer and

demanded his commission.”

“Somewhere around Novem-

ber 21, 2009, more than a year

after the contract was awarded,

Embraer, through its wholly

owned subsidy, ECC Investment

Switzerland AG executed an

agency agreement with a shell

company registered in Singa-

pore, Inderdev Aviation Servi-

ces to make payments to

Khanna. On the same day, Inter-

dev delivered three invoices to

ECC, each for $1.92 million.

Embraer, through ECC, remit-

ted these three payments to

Interdev in January and Febru-

ary 2010,” this officer added.

Gautam Khaitan, a second of

the officials cited in the first

instance said, secured the offices

of Basmati rice exporting firm,

KRBL Ltd for bringing around

$3274,635 (around ₹15.32 crore) to

India through its Dubai-based

firm KRBL DMCC. KRBL’s offi-

cial role was to only introduce

Interdev Aviations to Niki Luft-

fahrt Austria, at the time a sub-

sidiary of Air Berlin.

The joint MD of KRBL, Anoop

Gupta, in his statement to cen-

tral probe agencies has disclosed

that  Gautam Khaitan

approached him at his Pamposh

Enclave office and informed him

of a wonderful deal where the

company KRBL DMCC could

earn a commission of $3 million.

“Khaitan told him that it was a

deal wherein some passenger

aircraft would be sold to a com-

pany in Austria. No investment

was to be made from his com-

pany. It was also Gautam Khai-

tan who arranged all the agree-

ments as well,” the second offi-

cial said.

“The probe has further

revealed that Khaitan brought

(into India) another ₹11 crore

through companies controlled

by him like Windsor Group

Holdings Ltd, M/s Palmira Con-

sultancy Services Ltd, M/s

Carisma Investments Ltd (all

directed) to the company of the

Khanna family, Mulberry Trad-

ing FZE, Dubai and Abhay Inter-

national,” the official added.

Hence, Khaitan was “central

to laundering of proceeds of

crime worth $5.6 million (₹26

crore)” he claimed. 

Khaitan has already been

charged as one of middlemen in

the 2010 AgustaWestland deal.

CBI has said in its charge sheet

dated September 1, 2017, that

bribes worth €24 million (around

₹160 crore) were given to 

Khaitan and companies linked to

him.

The charge is that Agusta-

Westland paid bribes to secure a

deal with IAF for the supply of

helicopters meant for VIPs.

After the allegations arose, the

government scrapped the deal in

2014.

Khaitan, in January this year,

claimed in a court that ED was

forcing him to implicate some-

one influential in a defence deal

struck during the UPA govern-

ment. 

He did not give more details.

He was arrested in January in

AgustaWestland case. Multiple

charge sheets have already been

filed in this case. 

“His name will now be

included in the Embraer deal

charge sheet as well as there is

substantial evidence that he

brought kickbacks into India,”

said the second officer.

A spokesperson at Embraer’s

Singapore corporate did not

respond to an email and phone

query seeking comment.

Calls made to the KRBL corpo-

rate office remained unan-

swered.

After Agusta case, probe links 
Khaitan to 2008 Embraer deal

n CBI and ED officials said they will charge-sheet Gautam Khaitan in 
irregularities in a 2008 Embraer-IAF deal. ARUN SHARMA/HT ARCHIVE

n A model of the proposed Ram temple in Ayodhya. REUTERS ARCHIVE

the CM,” he said. Besides being

the CM, Adityanath is also the

head priest) of the Gorakhnath

temple in Gorakhpur. 

On Monday, Adityanath was

congratulated by members of the

UP Cabinet in the first Cabinet

meeting held after the SC verdict.

The legislators also thanked the

people of the state for helping in

maintaining peace and order. 

Monday’s Cabinet meeting,

presided over by the CM,

approved 13 issues, including the

opening of the Raja Mahendra

Pratap Singh University.

NEW DELHI: Prince Charles of the

UK will begin a two-day visit to

India on November 13 to cele-

brate bilateral ties and focus on

shared global challenges such as

sustainability and climate

change.

His engagements in New

Delhi include a meeting with the

President Ram Nath Kovind, and

he will present a Commonwealth

Points of Light award to an

Indian winner for her exemplary

contribution to social develop-

ment, including the uplift of disa-

bled children, family counsel-

ling and therapy sessions. 

The visit will come against the

backdrop of the UK’s planned

exit from the European Union

and London’s efforts to forge

closer ties with New Delhi, espe-

cially in trade and investment. 

He will visit a gurdwara to cel-

ebrate the 550th birth anniver-

sary of Guru Nanak and mark

the contribution of the Sikh com-

munity in the UK. He will also

attend a military service to com-

memorate the sacrifices of sol-

diers from India, the UK and

across the Commonwealth in

World Wars 1 and 2.

British high commissioner

Dominic Asquith said Prince

Charles, who is making his tenth

visit to India, had an enduring

interest in promoting the com-

mon interests of the two coun-

tries and this was “another

example of the living bridge”

between the UK and India. HTC

T I E S  I N  F O C U S

Prince Charles to begin 
two-day visit tomorrow

a Ram temple in Ayodhya,” the

official said.  Additionally, a team

of officials is studying the court

order for its technicalities and

nuances so that the trust can be

constituted exactly as per the ver-

dict, the official said.

Back in Uttar Pradesh, Ram

Janmabhoomi Nyas (RJN) head

Mahant Nritya Gopal Das said

the body wanted chief minister

Yogi Adityanath to head the

trust.  “CM Yogi Adityanath

could head the trust in his capac-

ity as mahant [head priest] of the

Gorakhnath temple, and not as

MUMBAI: A 21-year-old engineer-

ing student has filed a complaint

in Mumbai after she was con-

stantly harassed by an unknown

person on social media video app

TikTok.

In her complaint, the woman

has said that the man demanded

that she introduce him to her

friend, who he had taken a liking

to. She said she blocked his

account, following which he

made 38 fake accounts in her

name to contact her on the appli-

cation.

“The whole fiasco started on

May 8 when my TikTok account

was bombarded with bulk messa-

ges from the harasser who had

used my photograph as the dis-

play picture of the account. The

harasser kept pestering me to

convince my female friend for a

date. I simply ignored and

blocked the account,” the woman

told HT.

“I was so mentally tortured

that I started to chat with the har-

asser to get over this bully. I

offered the harasser to meet me in

person so that we can sit together

and resolve the issue, if any. But

the unknown person never

agreed to meet me,” she said.

However, all her fake accounts

have been suspended and the

investigating team are working

on tracing the IP address of the

system from which the man con-

tacted the complainant. 

Senior inspector of Trombay

police station, Siddheshwar

Gove, said the police were looking

into her complaints. HTC

Harassed on TikTok, 
says Mumbai woman

HT Correspondents
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW: The Union

government has set the ball roll-

ing to form a trust for the con-

struction of a temple in Uttar Pra-

desh’s Ayodhya as instructed by

the Supreme Court, said a senior

official who did not want to be

named.

In a historic and unanimous

verdict on Saturday, a five-judge

Constitution bench headed by

Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi paved

the way for a Ram temple at the

Ayodhya’s disputed site. The

bench also directed the Centre to

allot a five-acre plot to the Sunni

Waqf Board for building a

mosque. The court, in its order,

asked the central government to

set up, within three months, a

trust that will oversee the con-

struction of the temple.

“The judgment is being studied

by government law officers.

Opinions of the ministry of law

and the attorney general will be

taken on how to proceed on set-

ting up the trust that will fix the

modalities for the construction of

AIMPLB KEY MEET 

A lead counsel for the Muslim

parties in the Ayodhya case has

said the decision on seeking a

review of the verdict would likely

be taken in a meeting of the All

India Muslim Personal Law

Board (AIMPLB) on Sunday. 

“The decision whether to seek

review of the verdict will be taken

on November 17 in the meeting of

the AIMPLB,” senior advocate

Zafaryab Jilani told PTI. Jilani

had represented the Muslim par-

ties, including the Uttar Pradesh

Sunni Central Waqf Board, in the

case in trial court, Allahabad

high court and the SC.

AIMPLB will hold the meeting

at Darul Uloom Nadwatul Ulama,

one of the state’s oldest Islamic

institutions in Lucknow. 

“Fifty-one members of the

committee would take part in the

meeting to discuss Supreme

Court’s verdict and to decide

whether to file a review petition

or not,” Maulana Khalid Rasheed

Farangi Mahali, a senior member

of AIMPLB, said.

(With agency inputs)

Law ministry, AG to weigh 
in on Ayodhya temple trust 
SC VERDICT AIMPLB to meet on Sunday, take a call on whether to ask for review of verdict  
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The corridor is a trap that  
Pakistan has set for India
It will not lead to a diplomatic detente. Instead, it gives 

Islamabad more leverage to use the Khalistani card

S
eventy years of betrayal, dissem-
bling, and, of course, terrorism and
wars imposed on India should have
been enough to convince every

Indian to not expect anything good  from
Pakistan. If anything, India by now should
have internalised the maxim: If it is from
Pakistan, look every gift horse in the mouth.
And yet, India has willingly, nay eagerly,
accepted the “offer” from Pakistan to open
a “corridor” providing pilgrims easy access
to the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Kartar-
pur. 

In effect, India seems to have walked into
a trap laid by Pakistan with eyes wide open.
Instead of doing a “well left” to the “googly”
bowled by the Pakistan army through its
“selected” Prime Minister (PM), Imran
Khan, the Narendra Modi government has
attempted to play the ball. What were the
powers-that-be thinking when they
announced their acceptance of the corridor
proposal?

One possible explanation is that the Modi
government actually believes that the corri-
dor was the South Asian equivalent of the
Berlin Wall coming down, and “would act as
a bridge between the people of the two coun-
tries.” But how could the government sub-
scribe to this theory, commonly spread by
those who are naive or ignorant about what
Pakistan is and what Pakistan does? 

Surely, PM Modi would have known
about the efforts made by the Pakistani deep
State to reignite the fires of terrorism in
Punjab by inciting radical sections in the
Sikh community. The targeted killings in
Punjab, the efforts to orchestrate violence in
the state, and the patronising of and support
to remnants of the Khalistan terrorist
groups, are well-known. This should have
informed him of what the Pakistani intent
and actions. The PM would also have spe-
cific inputs of how Pakistani officials have
been working overtime among the Sikh
diaspora in Canada, Germany, the United
Kingdom, the United States, and other parts
of the world to revive the Khalistan move-
ment, including by funding and promoting
the Referendum 2020 initiative by the Kha-
listanis. 

In the light of this information at their
disposal, for anyone in government to get all
lyrical over the Kartarpur corridor is, to say
the least, perplexing. Given Pakistan’s
unrelenting enmity towards India, the dip-
lomatic dividend of the corridor is nothing
more than a chimera. 

The more plausible explanation is that
both Pakistan and India are using Kartar-
pur to influence  politics in Punjab. By giv-
ing a nod to the corridor, the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) must have thought it would
steal a march over the Congress in the state.
What is more, it would take the wind out of

Navjot Sidhu’s sails. He has been taking
credit for the Pakistani “gift” given to him
by the army chief, General Qamar Bajwa.

Using religion to burnish political cre-
dentials, and undercut opponents, is
fraught with risks in a sensitive state like
Punjab. India paid a very heavy price for
precisely such disastrous politics in the
1980s and 1990s when the Congress propped
up a radical preacher, Jarnail Singh Bind-
ranwale, to queer the pitch for the Akalis.
This time, it could be worse. Using Kartar-
pur as a political prop is akin to playing in to
Pakistan’s hands. By shutting or controlling
access to the corridor, and thereby causing
even more trouble than it would normally
be able to, Pakistan suddenly has new lever-
age. 

The Pakistanis have found Sidhu  useful.
They have identified him as a person who
can further their agenda, even if inadvert-
ently and unwittingly. The way Bajwa made
him the messenger of the corridor decision,
the way the Pakistanis are projecting him as
the man who made the corridor possible, the
importance they are giving him by treating
him as the real representative of Sikh senti-
ment and a friend of Pakistan — all suggest
that the Pakistanis see in Sidhu their trump
card to muddy the waters in the Indian bor-
der state. Sidhu should guard against this.
It is possible that Sidhu sees this is an oppor-
tunity to come into his own. He has already
burnt his bridges with the BJP. He does not
like the Akalis. His future in the Congress is
bleak. He has resigned from the state cabi-
net, and his wife has already quit the Con-
gress. He could try the Aam Aadmi Party,
but it is unlikely to be able to accommodate
him.

The Kartarpur corridor would have been
a fabulous initiative under normal circum-
stances. Unfortunately, as things stand, it
will neither lead to a diplomatic détente, nor
lead to a stable polity in Punjab. The wages
of mixing religion with politics once again
will haunt India.

Sushant Sareen is senior fellow,
Observer Research Foundation

The views expressed are personal

n Both Pakistan and India are using 
Kartarpur to influence politics in Punjab PTI
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India has done well to go 
ahead with Kartarpur
Security concerns should be addressed. But they 

cannot be allowed to trump landmark political initiatives
take them into account and devise systems
and procedures accordingly.

The question of allowing Indians to go to
Pakistan “on foot” across the Radcliffe Line
at the Attari-Wagah border, or Pakistanis to
traverse in the other direction, was held up
for decades on similar grounds. Resistance
was fierce on both sides by security agen-
cies. Nevertheless, when such crossings
were freely permitted from 2008 onwards, it
was quickly realised that no real compro-
mise with security had taken place. It was
similar with the cross-LoC  travel. Before it
began, the doubts expressed on security
grounds, again on both sides, seemed insur-
mountable. After being permitted, and
established procedures drawn up, many of
the concerns seemed exaggerated. 

The point surely is that the general
grounds of security cannot be allowed to
trump important political initiatives. Secu-
rity issues must be addressed through
robust Standard Operating Procedures,
rather than being used an argument for  sta-
tus quo, and denying religious and popular
requests. 

The Partition in north India had a calami-
tous impact on the devout of all faiths. Sikhs
found that many of their most important
shrines were west of the Radcliffe Line  — in
Lahore, Hasan Abdal, Nankana Sahib, Kar-
tarpur. Similarly, for Muslims in Pakistan,
Nizammudin, Sirhind, Ajmer and other pla-
ces were out of reach. There are similar
examples of Hindu shrines in Punjab and in
Sindh. From the very beginning, it was
mutually accepted that access to these
shrines must be allowed. Expanding pil-
grimages through a variety of instruments
became part of the India-Pakistan agenda.

Security concerns will persist — and for
us in India it would be foolhardy to ignore
them — but these can be, and are addressed,
without denying the legitimate requests of
our citizens. Admittedly, large Sikh Jathas
visiting Pakistan would often be exposed to
Khalistan propaganda. But, on the whole,
Jatha leaders and the pilgrims themselves
know how to insulate themselves from this.
That considerations of security alone
should stop pilgrim traffic was fortunately
never seriously contemplated. 

Much is being made of photographs of
known terrorists being used in Pakistani
propaganda. Pakistan will certainly use
every opportunity to embarrass us — using
not just religious shrines, but any other pre-
text. This is in the nature of the zero-sum
relationship that exists. These and related
provocations will continue. The real trap
would be to fail to take political initiatives
and let security concerns paralyse decision-
making. 

The government has acted with maturity
and sagacity to avoid falling into the trap of
being unresponsive to a longstanding
demand for establishing the Kartarpur cor-
ridor. That its inauguration coincides with
the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak
is a further plus, and makes it a landmark
decision in India-Pakistan relations and for
Sikhs in India.

TCA Raghavan is a former high commissioner
to Pakistan, and is currently DG,

Indian Council of World Affairs
The views expressed are personal
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T
he Maharashtra election was supposed to cement

the status of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as

the leading force in the state; reduce the Shiv Sena

to a minor adjunct; mark the end of Sharad Pawar’s

career; and devastate the Congress. The BJP did

emerge as the single-largest party, but was short of a majority.

The Sena was indeed the junior part-

ner, but retained enough heft to bar-

gain for rotational chief ministership. Mr Pawar showed why

he could not be underestimated, retaining his base, and coming

a credible third. The Congress did come last, but the bar for it

was so low that it did better than expected. 

All this affected power negotiations. The BJP was clear that

the government would be led by Devendra Fadnavis. The

Sena’s posturing turned out to be more than just posturing; it

was serious about claiming chief ministership. Its negotiations

with Mr Pawar assumed intensity, even as the latter waited for

the Sena to make a formal break with the BJP. And the Con-

gress, desperate to keep the BJP out of power, and primarily

guided by Mr Pawar, began entertaining the idea of an alterna-

tive alliance. 

This is what has led to the political drama over the past two

days. The two oldest allies of the National Democratic Alliance

have split. The BJP may lose political power in one of India’s

most crucial states. But it is not quite clear what will replace it.

The Sena, on Monday, attempted to cobble together a coalition

with Mr Pawar’s Nationalist Congress Party (NCP). But this

was contingent on the Congress, which has emerged as the

swing force. It remained divided between those who advocated

any step to keep the BJP out, and those who believe that sup-

porting the Sena would mark ideological surrender. Mean-

while, the time given by the Governor to the Sena to stake claim

ran out, and he has now invited the NCP. All of this means that

the BJP lacks arithmetic, and others lack political coherence.

The Karnataka experiment, in which non-BJP parties cobbled

together an alliance, is a stark example of the fleeting nature of

such experiments. The voters of Maharashtra gave a somewhat

fragmented verdict; the political class has made it worse. 

The Maharashtra 
dilemma

The BJP lacks the numbers. 
Others lack political coherence 

§

T
N Seshan, India’s former chief election commis-

sioner (CEC), who redefined how the largest demo-

cratic exercise in the world was conducted, died on

Sunday. His death has sparked an outpouring of

obituaries across the political spectrum. It is remarkable that

a 1955-batch Indian Administrative Service officer, who

retired from the Election Commission (EC) almost 25 years

ago, is still remembered with such respect.

The reason Seshan was so widely respected, in life and in

death, is simple. He understood and implemented the spirit of

the constitutional scheme as far the EC was concerned. The

EC was, and is, not an arm of the elected executive. It is a statu-

tory body, which draws its legitimacy directly from the Con-

stitution. This gives it independence and autonomy to perform

its task freely and fearlessly. This principle guided Seshan,

and enabled him to take on political leaders from the prime

minister to chief ministers, governments from the Centre to

states, and introduce a partial clean-up of the electoral sys-

tem. He prevented state administrations from becoming a tool

of state governments to unfavourably tilt poll outcomes. He

did so by enforcing the model code of conduct, which pre-

vented incumbents getting an unfair advantage. He ramped

up law enforcement to prevent booth-capturing. He intro-

duced voter identity cards. And he maintained his credibility

by being equally strict with all parties. Seshan made a mistake

by flirting with politics after retiring, but that would be a

small blip in an otherwise stellar career.

There are two lessons from Seshan’s life. One is for elect-

oral reforms in India. Polls need another round of clean-up,

and this time, the effort must be directed at reforming political

finance. The second is for independent institutions. Don’t let

the executive dictate terms, and follow the Constitution in let-

ter and spirit.

The independence 
of TN Seshan

His life had two lessons:  The EC must push 
reforms; institutions must be autonomous

ourtake

comment

who used to live in Agra’s Kamala
Nagar,came out of his house, and started
walking. People started joining him one by
one, and the crowds increased.  They were
shouting slogans like “Jai Shri Ram, kasam

Ram ki khaate hain, Mandir wahin banay-

enge.” And, in no time, hundreds of people
joined this group. 

That day, I saw a unique example of the
morale and efficiency of the police. Karam-
veer Singh was the senior superintendent of
police in Agra. He did not have enough person-
nel at the station, but nevertheless, he, along
with a dozen jawans and officers, stationed
himself at the Ghatiya Azan Khan intersec-
tion. He wrapped a rope around himself, and
other police officials too tied themselves with
the same rope. Thus a human wall was created
in front of the crowd swarming towards them.

Karmveer said loudly, no matter what hap-
pens to the officers, the crowd would not be
allowed to go any further. After a bit of scuffle,
the crowd returned. Karmveer Singh’s cour-
age carried the day. 

The situation was similar in other parts of
the country. More than 3,000 people were
killed and property worth crores damaged.
Our harmonious culture and the tradition of
coexistence were undermined. 

So, it is heartening that  November 9, 2019
was when those dark days were buried for-
ever. While writing this, there have been no
reports of communal conflict  from anywhere
in the country. In fact, news of Hindus and
Muslims posing together for photographs
have come in. In Orai, Uttar Pradesh, Muslim
religious leaders have greeted a Hindu
mahant with flowers. At many places, Hindus
and Sikhs greeted Eid Milad-un-Nabi proces-
sions on Sunday. The majority community
also did not show any sense of triumphalism.
Social media was also relatively restrained
this time. Is this because of the authority of
this government? Or the positive pressure
from the society? Whatever the case, this
should  be welcomed.

Some people have expressed their dissatis-
faction, including Sunni Waqf Board lawyer
Zafaryab Jilani, All India Muslim Personal
Law Board convener Kamal Farooqui, and
Asaduddin Owaisi. This is their right. 

November 9 is also Allama Iqbal’s birthday.
The great poet called  Ram Imaam-e-Hind. We
remember him for his famous poem Saare

jahan se achchha Hindostan hamara… Is
India heading toward being saare jahan se

achchha (better than the entire world)? The
answer will be clear in the coming days.

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan
The views expressed are personal

H
ow will history remember
December 6, 1992, and Novem-
ber 9, 2019? The first date will be
remembered as the day of demo-
lition and the second will be
recalled as the day when order

was restored.
On December 6 that year, I had high fever.

My colleague, Ashok Pandey, called me from
Ayodhya saying thousands of kar sevaks had
entered the disputed premises. He informed
me that some had climbed atop the dome and
were trying to demolish it, even as the armed
police were looking on.  

I don’t know how Ashok managed to call me
and from where. There were no news chan-
nels or their OB vans in those days. The Inter-
net and mobile phones were in the realm of
imagination. Landlines were not too efficient.

The newsman in me could not contain him-
self. I took a cold shower to bring down my
body’s temperature. I  was then the editor of
the Hindi newspaper, Aaj, in Agra, and
rushed to office. People had, by then, started
gathering on the streets. They wanted to know
what was happening and the government-
owned media was silent.

I was in a meeting with my colleagues when
we were told that people have entered our
building. Chants of Jai Shri Ram echoed in
the office. The city’s additional district officer
and the superintendent of police, who were
passing by, noticed the crowd and came to the
office. Even though the crowd just wanted the
news, the two officials were worried that it
could turn violent. 

They urged me to say  a few words to the
crowd, which had swelled by then. I requested
them to be patient, and promised to have the
special edition of our paper available shortly
with all the details they sought. But we needed
peace and quiet. 

People calmed down and dispersed. The
only source of information was phone calls
from our reporters and correspondents, but it
was difficult to get in touch with them. By the
afternoon, hundreds of people once again
barged into the office. This time I came out
confidently, but what happened was unex-
pected.

One man lifted me on to his shoulders and
advanced towards the exit. I had seen leaders
on people’s shoulders, but for me, it was an
unpleasant experience. Outside, thousands of
people had gathered. They wanted to know the
news. The police officials had left by then. I
was worried that I would be crushed if a stam-
pede took place. We had reached a wall. By
then,  my fever had disappeared.

Somehow, I conveyed the information I had
received till then, and requested them to go
back, because the road was completely
blocked. “We can give you the newspaper only
when you free me,” I told them. My colleagues
and I were allowed back to office.

The next thing I knew was that our  city was
engulfed in a communal frenzy. The adminis-
tration declared a curfew, but people could not
be controlled. The police also did not appear
committed in stopping them. There was an
unprecedented scene. A senior Bharatiya
Janata Party leader, Satya Prakash Vikal,

The demolition caused riots and violence. The SC 
order has sparked hopes of closure and amity

1992-2019: From darkness to light

n Twenty seven years ago, our harmonious 
culture was undermined. Today, there is 
hope that order will be restored HT ARCHIVE

V
isible diplomatic breakthroughs in
the frozen India-Pakistan terrain
are rare. When they occur, they
must be applauded and celebrated.

The opening of the Kartarpur corridor is one
such breakthrough. The successful comple-
tion of the negotiation to establish such a
corridor, construct it, and declare it open —
all within a finite period — represents that
rare cocktail of steps that together consti-
tute a success. 

Most major initiatives, especially those
with a people-to-people dimension, in the
India-Pakistan context, broadly have coin-
cided with periods when the political rela-
tionship has been looking up. In the 1950s,
agreements on traffic of pilgrims, sporting
contests, and generally on cultural contacts,
all overlapped with less hostile political con-
texts. Then the thaw of 1977 to 1979 saw the
resumption of the Delhi-Lahore train (sus-
pended since 1965), and the opening of the
Indian consulate in Karachi, after diplo-
matic relations were re-established after the
India-Pakistan War of 1971. The Delhi-La-
hore bus came about in the context of Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s famous
visit to Lahore in 1999. Between 2004 and
2008, such steps multiplied following his
next visit to Islamabad in 2004. The opening
up of the Line of Control (LoC) sfor travel
and trade (for the first time since 1947), the
reopening of the Kokraphar Munabao rail
link after its closure in 1965, the bus service
to Nankana Sahib are only the most promi-
nent of the measures then put in place. 

The Kartarpur negotiation and corridor
opening had no such positive context. On the
contrary, the recent past has been a particu-
larly turbulent phase of the  relationship.
This makes the corridor more significant.

Inevitably, in so heavily securitised a
relationship, this step may be accompanied
in India by a measure of cynicism, even frus-
tration. Some feel that we have fallen into a
Pakistan “trap” and the flood gates will now
open for Pakistan to use the Khalistani card,
or somehow leverage the corridor to
advance its terrorist agenda. Such concerns
also coalesce with positions that have a gen-
eral antipathy to embark on anything posi-
tive to do with Pakistan. Most India-Paki-
stan breakthroughs are accompanied by
similar fears and apprehensions. The point
is not to dismiss these concerns, but rather

MAJOR INITIATIVES IN 
IMPROVING PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE 
LINKS HAVE HAPPENED WHEN 
THE POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP 
HAS BEEN LOOKING UP. 
KARTARPUR IS SIGNIFICANT, 
FOR IT IS A BREAKTHROUGH IN 
AN OTHERWISE BLEAK CONTEXT

 

TCA  

RAGHAVAN

 R. N. I. No. 503/1957 ● Postal Reg. No. DL(ND)-11/6058/2018-19-20 ‘Licensed to post without prepayment’ LICENCE No. U(C)-113/2006-08, Air surcharge: Raipur and beyond by Rail or Road - Re 5/-, Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Coimbatore, Chennai, Cochin, Goa, Hyderabad, Khajuraho, Mumbai, Trivandrum, Visakhapatnam, Vijayawada and beyond by Rail or Road - Rs. 10/-; 

Printed & Published by SHARAD SAXENA for and on behalf of HT Media Ltd. 18-20, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi-110001 and printed at  HT Media Ltd. Presses at  Plot No.-8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida, Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar. (UP). Pin-201306,
Bhaskar Printing Press, D.B. Corp Ltd., Shivdaspura, Tonk Road, Jaipur-303903 (Rajasthan).

Board: (011)23361234 ● Editorial: (011)66561234 Extn. 1254, 1268 ● Circulation: (011)66561111 ● Advertising: (011)66561389 ● Fax: (011)66561270.       
Managing Editor: SOUMYA BHATTACHARYA


	The Indian Express Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	The Hindustan Times Page 1
	Page 2

